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LEGISLATIVE MILESTONE FOR REPUBLICANS 


Massive tax overhaul is nearly law 


House passes the bill, but glitch 
forces a revote. Trump heralds 
an impending legislative victory. 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
WASHINGTON — Jubilant Republicans 
pushed on Tuesday to the verge of the 
most sweeping rewrite of the nation’s tax 
laws in more than three decades, a deep- 
ly unpopular bill they insist Americans 
will learn to love when they see their 
paychecks in the new year. President 
Trump cheered the lawmakers on, eager 


to claim his first major legislative victory. 

But there was one last hiccup. Speaker 
Paul Ryan, who has worked years toward 
the goal of revamping the tax code, glee- 
fully pounded the gavel on the final 
House vote, but then it turned out it 
wasn’t final after all. 

The Senate still expected to pass the 
legislation Tuesday night, but the plan to 
send it on to Trump for his signature had 
to be scrapped. Democrats noted that 
three provisions violated Senate rules 
and had to be removed. So the massive 
bill will be hauled back across the Capitol 
for the House to revote on Wednesday. 

See TAX on A4 


By Jonathan Tamari 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 
WASHINGTON — President Trump 
is about to score a big 
ANALYSIS win, but not the kind 
ee eee et Ve promised. 

The luxury hotel 
builder who campaigned as a champi- 
on of the “forgotten” middle class is 
poised this week to sign his first major 


A win, but not for ‘forgotten’ 


bill — a tax overhaul that could deliver 
its biggest benefits to the wealthy and 
big corporations. 

The middle class, too, is expected to 
receive a tax cut under the plan that 
House and Senate Republicans are slat- 
ed to give final approval Wednesday 
morning — but unlike the corporate 
provisions, their breaks are temporary 

See IMPACT on A4 


THE HEROIN EPIDEMIC 


A SON'S ADDICTION, 


Sandra Steinmetz cries as she drives along Kensington Avenue in search of her son, Aaron. 


his life. 


now. On the streets. 


MIKE NEWALL 


G @MikeNewall 


She watched an 


aron left the Chester rehab cen- 
ter the day before Halloween and 
began the most grueling walk of 


Nearly 20 miles away was the 
place where he said he felt free. Where the 
heroin made him feel normal. Where he 
decided he would live 


He called his mother — 
he had misplaced his ID — 
and at first Sandra Stein- 
metz didn’t recognize his 
voice. He didn’t call again. 
And she didn’t sleep. She 
cried, she screamed, she 
watched the nightly news. 


about a body found in the 


A MOTHER’S DEVOTION 


Tireless search takes her to the streets of Kensington. 


DAVID MAIALETTI / Staff Photographer 


item 


J A 


Schuylkill and called po- 
lice. She waited for the 
phone to ring. 
When it didn’t, she knew her son had to 
be alive. And she knew where he had to be. 
So she drove to the avenue. 


Fighting for Aaron 

At first, Sandra was scared — scared of 
Kensington Avenue, of confronting the mis- 
ery there and of the reality of where her 


youngest son’s addiction had pulled him. 
She slid into that reality in steps. 

For years she’d been fighting for Aaron, 
writing down every step of his battle in 
careful cursive on yellow legal pads — ev- 
ery victory, every setback. But his addiction 
was still so alien to her. The avenue over- 
whelmed. 

In the summer, she’d driven him down 
there and waited as he bought heroin. Back 

See MOTHER on A8 


Steinmetz 
reunites with her 
son in 
Kensington. She 
told him she 
wouldn’t let him 
go. But soon, he 
was out the door 
again. 


Above Kensington’s old heroin gulch, a coat of paint and a beacon of hope. B1 


HARASSMENT CHARGES 


Pa. House 
Democrats 
settled sex 
complaint 


A $248,000 payout was made 
in 2015 in acase involving 
longtime Berks County 
lawmaker Thomas Caltagirone. 


By Angela Couloumbis and Liz Navratil 
HARRISBURG BUREAU 

HARRISBURG — Pennsylvania House 
Democrats spent nearly a quarter-mil- 
lion dollars in taxpayer money to secret- 
ly settle a sexual harassment complaint 
against a 40-year lawmaker, according to 
a document obtained by the Inquirer 
and Daily News and the Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette. 


A payment of » WASHINGTON 


$248,000 went to re- PAYOUTS: 
solve a complaint in Taxpayers paid 
2015 against State more than 
Rep. Thomas Caltagi- $342,000 to 


rone, a Democratic 
lawmaker from Berks 


settle workplace 
discrimination 


County, by alongtime disputes at 
legislative staffer. House 

The settlement includ- lawmakers’ 

ed a nondisclosure offices over four 
agreement, according years. A9 


to a source familiar 
with the matter. 

The year after the settlement, Caltagi- 
rone, a legislator since 1977, won reelec- 
tion to his 21st two-year term; he was 
unopposed in the primary and the gener- 
al election. 

It was not clear whether Caltagirone, 
who faced a separate and widely publi- 
cized sexual harassment complaint in 
the mid-1990s, was disciplined or repri- 

See LAWMAKER on A7 
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